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UNITED STATES OF ANERICA VS YOHICHI SAKAMOTO 
REVIEW OF THE STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE 


i. The attached record of th. trisl by Military Commission, eppointed 
by paragraph 2, 5.0. 36. Hesdquartera Bighth army dated 6 February 1946 and 
, Suended by paregrepa 3, SeOe. 40, Headquarters Bight Army dated 1) February 
1946, having teen referred © the Steff Judge Advosate this mricw Ot the 
reeard with an opinion and recommendation relating thereto is aulmitte® for 
the consideretion of the Commanding Gensral of the Eighth Army of the United 








Ste tea, 

Name Yuhichi Sekemoto 

ame hO )epproximation) 

Residence Reguseaxieren, Kita Takaki Gun, Moriyama Mura, 
2204 

Marital Status Married, two children 

Other Relations Not shown 

Ednostion Not shown 

Vocation Army P,O.W. Camp 0 

Service 18 years in the Japanese Army es an enlisted 


ren and efficers. 





Legally 
Charae. snd Specifiontions Flesa Eindings 2 
Changes Between 1 January 1583 and | HQ, Guilty except Yes 
Serbembaf 1945 at PeOaWe Camps Number li, the .ord ‘num. 
Fukuoka and Humber 2, Miyata Mavhi, Japen, erou's 01 the 
accused,* member ofthe Inperial Japancee axcepted wrd 
-Army and ¢camanding officer of eaid camps, . Not Guilty 
Committed eend pemeitted members of his eon 
mand to conmit cruel and brutal atrocities 
agpinat ALLA = P.O hich contributed 
to numerous deatha in viblation of the laws 
and custams ot wer, 
Bped, 1, Mistreated and tortured Pfe- Tan N.G. G 
Holland, at P.O.W» Camp Number 1 by beat~ 
ing with-a seter in December 194k,. 
Spec, 2: Mistreated and tortured numerous M.f. Guilty except Yes 
Allied PLO.W.-2 at Camp Number 1 dy strik- the wards 
ing them with various instruments and theze "thereby con» 
by contributing to the deatha ot many between tributing to 
1 January 1943 and 30 Jane 1945 the @aths of 
Allied prieon.. 
era ot war’; 
of the excep. 
ted words Not 
fuilty . 
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(Review of the Staff Judges Advocate, cont'd) 


Chemee | | Eositicsati. . 


Spc. $s Unlawfully Siled to distribute Nf. 
Red Cress supplies s¢°P.0."> Gaag Number 1 
between 1 Janusry 19¥3 end 30 Jume 1945, 
thereby contributing te the deaths of 

mumrens Allied P.O_l'eees. 





Spec. bs MB- treated and humiliated American N.G. 
prigemers at P,0.Ns Camp Humber 2) or 2 

April 1945 by foreiag them ™ attend and 

entertain at « party celebrating the death 

of President Rooserelt,. 


Spece Se Failed to furnish adequate medical NeGe 
eare, to04, clothing and sanitary facilitie- 

at P.0.8. Camp Mamber 1 betupen 1 Janauary 

1943 and 30 June 1945, thereby contributing 

to the decths of numerous Allied P.0.N.... 


Sp... 6. Hetween Di J mamry 1943 anc 30 June 
19h5 at PLOW. Gamp Fomber DE permitted 
mankers Ot his command to commit a follow. 
ing atrocitiegs: 


(e) In January or February 1545 
tortured and kill... Cpl, Wiliem 0.. Iverson 
by beating and kicking. 


(>) Ga 4 December 194) Hajime Honda mis~ N.G 
treated md bprtured three American and one 

Duteh P.0."..'. thereby causing the des ths 

ot twe ot them 


(O) Between | January 1944 and 1 May 1945 NG. 
Peb.. Masato Bade miatrested and contributed 

*o the deaths ef numerous sick P.O.W..°¢ by 
beating and abusing them and denying th__ 
wedionl ¢ upplisse. 


(a) In Janusry 19h4 Sergeant Mesein teu HG 
Hosuai beet and jajiteusd Willian 4 
Henson, @ P-0.5, 





ce) Between 1 Jamary 1943 and 30 June 1945 5.0. 
members of his sommené beet nimercus Allied 
P.ON.'s with various instruzente,. 


Hajime Honda N.G. 


Le gully 
Tuaisss = Basiatnad 


Guilty exeept Yes 
the worgs 

thereby con- 
teibuting te 
the desth of 
numerous pris~ 
onevea ot mr’; 

Ot the except 

ed words Net 

Guilty 


NG. 


Quilty, except Yes 
the words "and 
elothing and 

proper sanitary 
conditions"; 

end the word 
Snumercug’; _ 7 

the exserted 

words Not 

Guilty 


NG 


Guilty excopt es, 
the words 

"ana throwing 

him with the 

use of jujitsu's 

of the excepted 
yords Not Guilty 


G 
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(Review of the Stat Judge Advocate, cont'd) 


Legally 

Sherees and Specifications Flese Findings  Susteiued 
Spec. 7s From 1. duly 1945 to 1 Septeubar NG. Giilty, except Yes 
1945 at P.OsW. Camp Number 9 aceuded brutel- the words 
ly atruek numerous Allied prisonars with ‘with varicus 
various instruments. instruments 

thereby cone 

tributing to 

the deaths of 


various yrise 
oners of war’; 
ot the except- 


edwords Not 
Guilty 
Spee, S:: On 18 August 1945 aceuged permite N.G Motion for 
te@ Sergoant Kichie Kuiihere to beat and finding ot 
abuse eertein PeO Hate Not Guilty 
granted 
SENTENCE : Confinement tor life>. c 


3. The record of triel in this cage comes to this headquarters fr 
aprellate review, the primary function ot which da to assure that the 
accuged bas been accorded the rights and protection to which he is entitled 
asa war oriminal oa trial before a military ccumission:. 


é 4. : Briefly summarized the compatent evidence is to the 
tollowing attecte 


e. For the preapoutions 


Captain Yahichi Gale mote of the Imperial Japanese Army commanded 
Prisoner of far Camps Number | and Mumber 9 located respectively at Fukuoka 
and Miyate Machi.. Kyushu, Japan, from | January 1643 to 1 September 1945 
(R39, 10, Stipulation), During his 28.month period of duty et Camp Humber 
1,, which terminated On 6 Hay 1945, more thatn 133 Allied Prisoners of war 
died ot .. totwl of 900 therein confined, while an unascertained number of 
ae ect Camp Number , tetwoen Mey and December 1945 (R 113, . 
EX, 46 . 





dg to & i om Us In Daceber 1944 at Camp Numberd, Marine Pre. Tom 
Holland << > severely b beaten with a saber by aceused tor allegedly stealing 
radishes,, auffering infuri.. resulting in his inability to walk for several 
days following the beating (Ez-. 9). : 


da to Specification 2 fir. I January 1944 $0 about 30 June 1945 at Camp 
Rumber 1, accu..d beat many priosoners aith cluba, picke eebers end other 
instrumentea in order to force them ® work harder or because of their refues) 
+0 answer his questions (R /09, Ex, 11, 12, 35). Be repeatedly etruck one 
American who admitted a theft after 17 prisoners had keen wnfined fer 2h 
hours without food until the one conf....6 (R 77. 78). He kioked and 
Glubted another group of seven who repertedly refused to work (R 79) while 
six prisoners accused. of begging rice in... nearby Korean village were 
beaten with a bamboo club and confined for four daya om half rations (R 94), 


Ag 49 Sopoitiontion Gs From April 1944 to June 1945 Red Cross boxes 
arriving at Camp Mumber l were rarely distributed and even the fer actually 
received by the prisoners were atripred of dood, médicine and clothing 
(Rx. 10. 12, 13, 16, 42). Guards and interpreters frequently convesied 
foodatuffa and elothing to their perscmal use while medicel suppliies were 
Femoved, distributed ad adored in nearby tovns for use in the event of 

air raid casualties and never made available to wisonera ot war (R96, 

100, 103). 
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(Review of the Staff Judge Advocate (cont'd) 


da to Sq@esification A: : 12 April 19h5 at Cemp Number 1 several Americans 

were brought before a gethering of drunken Japanese celebrating the death 

a en: Roosevelt to entertain them with singing and sharp tele 
16). : 


Ag to Sregificeticg 5’ At Camp Number li medicine was not dispensed to sick 
prisoners by Jepmesse camp doctors while dmerican doctora who attempted to 
alleviate their suffering were refueed requested medical supplies (Ex. 10, 
12" 36). Seees prisoners were forced to work in waist-deep water during doy 
weather (Ex. 10, 36, 37).. But windors and doors were ket open during 
winter months and the prisonera prohibited trom building fires to obtain 
wermth (Ex, 13, 16.. 37), YOY minor rule iatractions prisaners were cone 
fined to the "dog box," 5 slatted structute in which they were exposed to 
the elanents and timable to stand erect, one American dying afteras f.w days 
ot such confinement (Ex, 14, 26), Only ome open, insect-covared latrine 
wes provided for the prisoners andasingle tub furnished the gole bathing 
facilities available to }00 men (Fu 16, 2], 37).. Insufficient food swas 
furnished the prisoners most et wham were continually hungry, and highly 
prevalent malnutrition, beriberi, pneumonia and dysentery resulted in 
numerous deaths (Ex, 15, 36, 37). More than fifth ot a group of 180 prisan- 
erg died fram preventable causes during a 90eday period in early L945 (Exe. 
37)° While the weight ot one prisoner declined fran 250 to 125 pounds. 
during his confinement (Ex,. 40),. 





As to Specification Sg: In February 1945 Marine Corporal William C. 
Iverson, after violating a "no amaking" regulation, was forced to assume 

a horigontal postion with only hi. fingers and toes touching the snor 
sovered ground end .... severely beaten with clubs and lengths of pipe and 
kioked In the face and testicl.. by Fa jime Honda, a camp guand, fr more 

then an hour until h. leat consciousness (Ex.. 27-33)c The /Avarican medical 
officer at the camp, who described Ivareon's prior physical condition as 
fair’, Breated him after the Beating but he died before he could be 
hospitalized (Ex> 50). 


As to Specification Gb: No evidence sutmitted, 


© frscification bes . Masato Hade, medical orderly at Camp Nuaber 1, 
ae tore up prescriptions ieevued by Japanese doctors to the prismere and 
sevarsly beat those who were ill, forcing eey to atrenously exercise and 
hold. dbueketa of water over their heads for lons periods while standing in 
the sun (Ex. 11,.50). Meny of the siek dieci .. & reault of thia mistreat- 

‘ment and leck of medicine (Fx, 11)+ andthe American medical offiear .__ 
forced to falsely certify the causes of death (Ex, 50). Hada, who testified 
asa presegution witness, admitted his mistreatment af prisoners but --sert~ 
ed 'tbat he was ordered by te Japanese doctor to punish those who feigned 
dllness or mere late for formations (R 9-52, 71). 


kg to Spesitication 6a. In January 1944 at Camp Number L William A. Honsen, 
an American prisoner suffering from an arm infection, was ordered from his 
bed and beaten by Sergeant Masaketeu Heewni, a guard (Ex. 12). 


Ag to Spegifisation 68. Froml7 Jenuary 1944 to 5 September 1945 accused 
permitted Japanese guards md interpreters to apply jujiteu treatuant te 
prisoners and teat themwith shovels, picks, clubs, and other instruments 
(R 5h+ 52. 107, Exe lly 275 35)» The beatings were intensifiedeand administ- 
ered on thea slightest pretext following periodic lectures by mccused to the 
Camp. guards (Ex, 15, 27). Collective punishment was frequently imposed on 
lazee groups of prigonets tor petty misbehavior by one ot them, while groupe 
of Japanese vicilians were often invited to visit the camp and witne.. the 
‘tough’ conduct ot the guards (Ex. 16.18. 35). . -my beatings and elubbings 
cy personally ordered by accused end adainistered in hi. presence (R 76, 

* 
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(Regiew ot the Sieff Judge Adrocate, cont'd) 


Aa © Soesitication 72: In two voluntary statezants mde to a war crimes 
daveetigater pricr to the trial, scaised declare. that at least ten 
eecasions he teat prisoners schargsdwth thaft or miner vyiclations ef 
regulations at Camp Nusber 9, admitting that he kaew hie -ctions ware wrong- 
fal and da-violation of the temas of the Genera Convention (R 37, 38, Ex. 
k3)o Be repeatedly clubbed two Dutch prisoners suspected of the theft of 

& pair of trousers, qeatencing them to 15 days solitary confinement where 
one was fed only once each thnee days (R 37, Ex. h3).. 


Ap ke Geacificaticn [' Om 19 august 1945 Sergeant Kichio Kuiihere, - 
guard a.t Gasp Number 9$—— hearing reports of the Japanese surpender offers 
ara ae . gmp 7 allies prisoners of war and beat #ix of them (R 37, 
Ex.. * 


be For toe Defenses: \ 


Accused, after being duly advised ot his rights as a witness: 
elected © testify in substance that while commanding Samp Numter Uy he 
atruck with his fist end palm more than 20 prisoners of war who were accused 

ot theft or disobedience of orders (R 187, zio) and ale beat four prisoners 
several tines each with dueling sticks .nd bamboo poles (R 187, 214, 217), 
This form of punishment wag the generel practica in the Japenese army wher 
minor breaches of discipline occurred, md it was his belief that eeimilar 
gustom prevailed im other armies (R186, 187., Bx.. B). He did not oberve 
guards under hie c camand beating any prisoners and in fact had isnued 
apecifi.. instructions forbidding .\lch actions CR 166..189.. 206, 211), Camp 
guards Honda, Heda and Hosume mistreated no prisonara to hie knowledge (R 222),. 
Twelve or thirteen prisoners were given solitary confinemmet but only one 
placed on --verely rediueed ratione (R 189. 190, 207). Considerable quantit- 
ies of Red Crosse supplies were stored in the camp for emergency Uss. and 
not distributed to tha priseners by order ef accused's superior officer 
(R192). Cre bindted aiaety-three prisoners received in early 1945 re 
el] tll and im ...d4 of medical care, many of them being uneble to walk 
(R195).. Requisitions of accused tor mdical supplies werg unfilleda@d his 
erttempte to purchase edequate quentities at nearby drug atores were only 
partielly suc....ful (R 195, 20h), Prisoner. were given the daily food 
ration specified in Japanese Army Regulations and axtra rations were issued: 
to tho.. who were i1] (R196, 197,. 208)... Many were inedequately clothed 
On their errival but were subsequently issued blankets, clothing and shoes 
(R 202, 203, 209). Ample living space was provided in o.ch barracks and 
eaix latrine buildings were available to prisoners (R 203)s. 





In ° written statement introduced in evidence during the oro. 
gress of the trial accused reiterated his belief that the customry.method 
of punishing trivial offenses on the pert of military personnel wee by 
beating the offenders (R197, Fxe. B),. The Japanese prages, pudlic, and 
military authorities were extrensly critical O/'any treatment of war 
prisoners that bordsred on leniency and it was even necessary for accused 
tocneeal fran oalooking Japanese the actual amounts of food issued to 
prisoners (R197, 199, Ex. B)s 


Three other defens tified in substance that 
only two or three prisoners were treated by the camp doctor at Cemp Runber 
1 between 7 Mey 194) and 25 Fevruary 1945 who showed signs of having been 
beaten or clubbed (R 158, 162), The camp under command of accused recedy- 
ed their proportionate shares of Red Cress euppli... although available 
Gnentities were insufficient, while certain medical supplies were removed 
apo stared by higher authority tor future emergency use (R 143, 
171). 
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)Review of the Staff Judge Ad¥oeate, cont'd). 


Qn tha day of President Roosefelt's death || farewell party 
tor @ Camp gusrg hed been pignned (R 62, 63) end the Japenece, believing 
that the prisoners were not in possession of the neva, informd them that 
they could give a tooncert’ at the party (R 12h), The accused was neither 
Bresen’t llor bad knowledge of the incident and the Japanesa apolegigead te 
she prisonars when they learned that they wate awere of the President's 
death (R IOh)-. | ; 


The commander ot all prigon camps in the Fukuoka area testified 
thet the daily prisoner food ration wes determined by Army Regulations and 
was not subject tothe diseretion of accused or other individual camp 
commanders (R140), [Irisoners In confinemnt, received a onsiderebdly 
redused ration under thoge regulations (R 11), The general food shortab 
re aay Quring the wer reduced thempply available tar prisonera of rar 
53) s: 


fro hundred sick prisoners, most of them uneble to walk and 
badly weakened by a long ses voyages from the Philippines in the course of 
wiicoh four ships sere sunk under them by airplane and sutmerine attacks: 
e re sent to Camp Number | in carly 1945 (R lid, 152, 160, 164, 177). 
Virtually all anfferad sevarely from fai and malnutrition and mane 
fifty died from disease and wounds shortly after their arrival (R 152. a 
177). Me@ieal supplies were requisitioned by both acenaad and the camp 
doctor at Camp Number / but insufficient quantities ware received (R 160. 
166, 167), Camp funds were used to pruchase medicine at nearby civilien 
drug storea (R 161). : 


Sanitary facilities at Camp Number 1 were unsatisfactory but 
were the beat that could be provided under conditions existing im the camp 
(R163). Acevsed made cartain improvements at the siggestion of the camp 
doctor (R 163) who testified that 4m hie opinion acoused did nothing that 
gauged or contributed to the death of any prisoner ot war (R17), Only 
Patients Aeemed physiceslly fit by the Japenese erd American camp doctors 
were sent out for eelisthenies and exarcise periods (R162), Private Bada, 
medieal crderly, did not tear up presoriptions or beat or otherwise mig~ 
traat prisoners of war, according to the Jepememe caap doctor (R 72). 


Se. QGPINIGN s 


Accused stends convicted of the besting, torture and mistreatment 
ot allied prisoners of war aud the unlawful failure to diachsrge hie duty 
8&6 an army coumender by paruitting membere of his command to commit cruel 
and brutal atrocities aguinst prisoners of war, which actions resulted il\ 
the death of numerous prisoners under his control. 


Sakamoto, as commanding otticer of Prisoner of War Gamps Number 1 
aud Number 9 during the periods allezsd, with author! ty to control the 
activities or his subordinates, bears corresponding responsibility tor their 
dllegal actions, While unrelated, isolated instances of brutality or mis- 
treatment ot prisoners ot rar by subordinstes without the knowledge or 
consent ot their emamader do not bring the intter within the scope of the 
doctrine of command responsibibity, the maltipliosty of such incidents ad 
thoir almost daily recurrence in the present case leave no doudt that 
agcuesd knew or should have knowm ofthem and nevertheless felled to tele 
aters tor their prevention, The parcle testincay of two Japanase guards, 
twenty sffiderite and .. parte statements of former prisoners, of wir, and | 
Abe admiseions ot accused conclusively establish the systemic becting, 
elubbding, kicking and other miatreetment of lareae numbers of prisonars 
without justification, One dawrican, Corporal Iverson, unquestionably 
died anwm divest result of 8 brutal beating, and similar mistreatment 008- 
tributed © the deaths of many others who mere already weakened by disease, 
wounds amd maloutrition. 
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(Review of the Staff Judge Advocate, con t'd).. 


The proof shows that accused bears more than a ¢ cammead reapensibil- 
ity for the brutelitiew occurring in the camps, Fe admite direct and 
aetive participation in numerous beatings and: clubbings, although attempt- 
ing +o minimise the severity of his treatment, Progsgeution testimony, 
however.. contradicts his teatimony in this regerd, shawing frequent 
instances ot cruel ‘and inhuman oduct on his part. The assertion ot 
accused, that be believed such trestmant to be the practics in other armies, 
even if Welieved,, does mot constitute © valid defence but fe merely a 
metier tobe considered in mitigstion ef puniahment>. 


Although the allecations of refusal to provide adequate food and 
medical supplies, forsdng i212 prisoners to w ork and to undergo atrenuous 
emreisca and the withholding of Red Crossssupplies are the abject &: 
eenflicting eVidence, the Cammiasion, .c the trior of fact, we filly 
jastified in its coti¢lusion af guilt, The findings of aot guilty as to 
speci#icstions 4, 6b end 8 were likewi.. warranted by the evidences. 


Although ome member of the canmission recemmanded reduction of the 
sentence, it is neverthelegs deemed legal and appropriate te the offenses, 
This office is therefiere sonstreined t 0 recemmand that clemency be not 
axtendede, 


~ 6, RECOMMENDATIONS: 


It 4s accordingly veceumended that the sentence of confinement 
tor life be approved and ordered executed, A form of action designed to 
carry the foregoing recommendation into effect ia herato attached fr your 


consideration. 
/e/ JAYBS A. BYRUY 
JAMES A+ BYRUM 
lst Lieutenant, J.4.4.B.., 
Assistant Steff Judge Advocate. 
I Cenour.. 
/#/ BLEAK Re BROANE 


ALLAN R.. BROWNE 
Lhe, Colonel, TeAeGeDe, 
Braff Judge Advocate. 
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READQUARTERS TIGHTH «Ry 
United States Army 
APO $k3 


Yokohama, Japan 
dune 1946 


Ta the foregoing fase of Yuhichi Sakamoto, formerly 
captain of the Imperial Japanese Army, the sentence is 
approved andwill dly executed, The Sugeno Prigon, 
Tokyo, Henshu,y Javan, ia designated as the place of con- 
finement,, or elsewhere as the Suprem Commander for the 


Allied Powers, or other proper authority, msy direéte. 





Lieutenent General, USA, 
Commading. 


CERTIFIED TRUE COPY 


/ef. OB 
FRANK M,. WINETON 


ist le.. MC, 
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